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EXHIBITIONS
MATERIAL VISION: IMAGE AND OBJECT
-- through February 28, Main Galleries
Material Vision: Image and Object, a national crafts invitational curated by Kathleen
Browne for the Tarble Arts Center, brings together works by twenty-five artists from
across the United States. The exhibition is one of many planned throughout North,
South and Central America to celebrate 1993 as "The Year of American Craft."
Browne selected five artists each who use as their media clay (Akio Takamori,
Anne Kraus, Jack Earl, Beverly Mayeri, Indira Freitas Johnson), fibers (Anne
Wilson, Marna Goldstein Brauner, Mary Bero, John McQueen, Joan Lintault), glass
(Richard La Londe, Keke Cribbs, Walter Lieberman, Ginny Ruffner, Carol Cohen),
metals (Linda Threadgill, Bruce Metcalf, Kiff Slemmons, Carol Kumata, Harriet Estel
Berman), and wood (John McNaughton, John Cederquist, Paul Sasso, Kim Keizer,
Randy Shull).

The pieces Browne selected for the exhibition she feels are "rich with imagery,
densely detailed and that revealed the artists' involvement with the material. • The
works range from narrative (art that suggests a story) to what is often referred to as
conceptual (art that is primarily motivated by abstract thought or design). The
human figure is the most common subject, depicted either directly or indirectly.
Even though all of the objects come from the craft tradition, most of the works are
sculptural rather than functional. In fact, almost nothing in the exhibition was
intended to be used. Says Browne, "There is often an obsessive attention to detail,
and the surfaces reveal layers of activity. The works selected for Material Vision:
Image and Object not only exemplify the best of contemporary craft but provide
documentation as to the contribution craft has made to art in general."
In addition to the artists, works in the exhibition are on loan from: Roy Boyd Gallery,
Perimeter Gallery, and Esther Saks Fine Art Ltd., Chicago; Garth Clark Gallery,
Franklin Parrasch Gallery, New York; Maurine Littleton Gallery, Washington, DC;
Kate Elliott/Contemporary Glass, Seattle; and Dorothy Weiss Gallery, San
Francisco. Private collectors who have loaned works are: Alex and Camille Cook
(Chicago), Susan Kingsley (Carmel, CA), Elizabeth and Mark Levine (New York),
Judy Saslow (Chicago), and Donna Schneier (New York). The exhibition is being
documented through a catalogue which will include an essay by nationally
recognized craft critic Matthew Kangas of Seattle, Washington. Kathleen Browne is

a member of EIU Art faculty, currently on leave, who works in metals.

LAMEROL GATEWOOD:. A WORLD OF SHAPES IN DREAMS
--through February 21, Brainard Gallery
This selection of large, colorful paintings by Lamerol Gatewood, entitled A World of
Shapes in Dreams, was curated by Dr. William Colvin, Professor of Art and Director
of Afro-American Studies, Eastern Illinois University. Ellen McGirt, director of the
Galerie RKP in New York City, has said that the paintings by lamerol Gatewood are
•expansive statements on an interior domain of existence.• Color and texture play
an important role in communicating the content and form of these collaged
paintings. •lamerol Gatewood is one of those rare artists who thinks in color;
states McGirt. The works are created by layering gesso, paint, glitter, incandescent
pigment and painted torn paper on the canvas. Although largely abstract, the
human figure is Gatewood's primary subject. As McGirt describes them, -The
figures that emerge from the primordial soup of wild and passionate color vibrate
with an inner vitality, which gives them a unique ability to communicate their
emotional state. There is an underlying sense of respect for humanity in these
paintings, a love of Woman and Man which transcends all issues of history and
culture:
Gatewood holds an MFA from Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville, and a BFA
from lindenwood College. A native of St. louis, Gatewood now lives in Brooklyn,
New York. His work has been exhibited at the Vaughn Cultural Center (St. louis),
the Bronx Museum, City College/City University of New York (Manhattan),
Arkansas Arts Center (little Rock), Museum of Science and Industry (Chicago),
Museum of African-American life and Culture (Dallas), and other sites. The
exhibition is co-sponsored by the EIU office of Afro-American Studies. Partial
funding was provided by the EIU Departments of Art and Sociology, the Colleges
of Fine Arts and liberal Arts and Sciences, and the office of Minority Affairs.

FUNCTION INTO FORM: SCULPTURAL BASKETRY BY JAMIE WILLIS
--February 26- March 21, Brainard Gallery
This exhibition features works that combine various fibers with clay, using both
traditional and non-traditional forms and materials. Jamie Willis, a Mattoon fiber
artist and art educator, is the 1993 Arts-In-Education Artist-In-Residence. Holding
a Masters degree in Art with a concentration in painting and fiber arts, Jamie Willis
has taught art in both the public schools and at lakeland College in Mattoon, and
is currently listed on the Arts-In-Education Artists' Roster with the Illinois Arts
Council. During her residency, Willis will teach a free workshop at the Tarble, and
present one week programs at Moweaqua Unit School, Crestwood School (Paris),
Mattoon Junior High School, and Charleston Junior High School. She is also
presenting an artist's lecture at senior centers located in each of these
communities. Her residency is co-sponsored by the Charleston Area Arts
Council, Crestwood School in Paris, Mattoon Junior High, and Moweaqua Unit
School; and through an Arts-In-Education grant from the Illinois Arts Council, a
state agency. (For more information on Willis' workshop, see listing under
EVENTS.)

EVENTS
REGISTRATION STILL BEING ACCEPTED FOR ART CLASSES
--through February 11th
Registration is still being accepted for many of the art classes and workshops for
children, adults, and families beginning February 13th at the Tarble Arts Center. All
courses are open to both Tarble members and non-members, with most workshop
fees including both instruction and supplies. Arts Center members receive a 20%
discount on course fees. Interested persons should phone the Tarble Arts Center
at 581 -ARTS (-2787) for a free brochure. The registration deadline is February 11,
5:00pm.

LINCOLN'S BIRTHDAY: TARBLE ARTS CENTER CLOSED
-- February 12
CHINESE BRUSH PAINTING WORKSHOP: WU GAOLIN
-- February 13, 9am-Noon
Using traditional papers and materials, Wu Gaolin will introduce the traditional
techniques and approaches used in Chinese brush painting. The fee for Tarble
members is $35.00, and includes all supplies. The registration deadline is February
11th.

AEI MEETING: LOVE SONGS THROUGH THE CENTURIES
-- February 15, 7:30pm
Jodi Mizener Kienzler and her students will present operatic selections for the
Charleston Alumnae and Patroness Chapter of Sigma Alpha Iota.

REGISTRATION ACCEPTED FOR FREE BASKETRY WORKSHOP
--through February 16th
Community members interested in art will enjoy the special arts opportunity being
offered by the Tarble Arts Center. The Tarble will be hosting Mattoon fiber artist
Jamie Willis as artist-in-residence through an Arts-In-Education grant from the
Illinois Arts Council, a state agency.
Holding a Masters degree in Art with a
concentration in painting and fiber arts, Jamie Willis has taught art in both the public
schools and at Lakeland College in Mattoon. During her residency, Willis will be
teaching Sculptural Approaches to Basketry and Fibers on Wednesday evenings,
February 17th through March 10th, from 6:00 to 9:00pm at the Tarble. By the end
of the course each student will have created both original work and a collaborative
work with the class using traditional and non-traditional basketry techniques and
fibers. Through the Illinois Arts Council grant and the co-sponsorship of the
Charleston Area Arts Council, this Wednesday evening course is being offered
free of charge to area community members aged 14 years and up. To register,
interested persons should phone the Tarble at 581-ARTS (-2787). Although free of
charge, seats are limited and early registration is encouraged.

LUCKY CHARMS: A GOLDEN ARTS OPPORTUNITY FOR AREA
FAMILIES
--February 21, 1:00 - 4:00pm

Denise Seif, Art Gallery Director at Parkland College in Champaign, will present
Lucky Charms: Creating a Wearable Game Piece, the first workshop in the spring
Family Workshop Sunday series. A metalsmith, Seif creates small wearable
sculpture. Exploring the human form, these works combine carved wood with
goldleaf and painted surfaces. In her workshop, families will embellish and leaf
their favorite or lucky game piece using traditional and non-traditional techniques of
goldleafing. Each participant should bring small toys or other objects (three inches
or smaller) to combine or use alone as an art object. A wearable work of art will be
created by adhering pinbacks to the rear of the object. The finished lucky charms
will combine goldleafing with painting and assemblage techniques. The workshop
fee is $20.00 for Arts Center members, and includes both supplies and tuition for
up to four family members. Family groups can include kith or kin as long as a ratio
of one adult for every two children is maintained with groups being limited to four
members. Registration is currently being accepted and interested persons are
encouraged to phone the Tarble Arts Center at 581-ARTS (-2787) for more
information.

MULTICULTURALISM AND AFRICAN AMERICAN LITERATURE
LECTURE: DR. HENRY LOUIS GATES
-- February 25, lpm
Dr. Gates has been described as the most notable scholar of African American
studies in the country. He has published several scholarly works about African
American oral traditions, edited Black literary works, and has had plays produced on
Broadway. Dr. Gates has lectured throughout the U.S. on multiculturalism, Black
identity, and African American literature. And he served as an expert witness for the
defense in the Florida obscenity trial of the rap group 2 Live Crew. Dr. Gates holds
a degree in history from Yale University, and was the first African American to earn
a doctorate at Cambridge University. He holds five honorary degrees, and won an
American Book Award for The Signifying Monkey: Towards a Theory of AfroAmerican Literary Criticism in 1989. This program is sponsored by EIU's Minority
Student Affairs on observance of Black History Month. Seating will be strictly limited
and will be available on a first come basis.

NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERS
-- November 16 - December 31

Supporting Patron
Charles & Marilyn Switzer
Barbara Werden

Family Patron
Cary & Marge Knoop
Richard & Sue Scott

Individual Patron
Helen Devinney
Sara Gray
Elsie Leipholz

Student/Senior Patron
Genevra Dvorak

FROM THE CURATOR
Primarily an American movement, the Crafts-as-Art movement first received
national attention in the 1970's. American craftspersons strove to elevate craft
forms, techniques, and traditions in critical terms to that of fine art. Prior to WWII,
the division between art and craft was well-defined. The former used materials
traditionally associated with fine art, was non-functional, and was a vehicle for
serious content; while the latter used craft materials (wood, glass, fiber, metal, and
clay) and was functional. Beginning in the 1950's with California ceramists,
craftspeople began to create non-functional craft objects that were essentially
sculptural in conception. During the 1960's and 1970's, metalsmiths and glass
artists began creating non-functional work. By the 19.70's, fine artists began to
include craft techniques and materials in their work, exploiting the cultural content
of these forms. (Robert Atkins, ARTSPEAK, 1990) Celebrating some of the best
in narrative crafts being produced today, Material Vision: Image and Object brings
together works in which imagery and content, rather than function, define the
object.
Filled to capacity, the 1993 Art Enrichment Program focuses on this exhibition.
Offered free of charge to area Art teachers and their students, the program begins
January 27th and runs through February 26th, and will involve 332 students from
12 area schools and programs. Participating institutions include St. Michael's
School (Sigel), Mattoon Junior High School, Central A & M High School
(Moweaqua), St. Mary's School (Paris), Sullivan High School, Chrisman High
School, Crestwood School (Paris), Charleston Junior High, Charleston High School,
Windsor High School, the "Pathways" program from Lakeland College, and
Heritage House in Charleston.
The 1993 Art Enrichment Program offers participants an opportunity to celebrate
the Year of American Craft through a tour of Material Vision: Image and Object
followed by a studio workshop. The docent-led tours will focus on the use of
narrative expression found in contemporary craft media, providing students with an
opportunity to develop an appreciation for the expressive applications of craft
techniques and media used in the exhibit. And to further their understanding of
technical and creative processes, participants will then create a copper brooch
exploring narrative expression after their tour. The brooch will use rivetted
construction, rolled and tooled texturing, and chemical coloring of the metal.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Tarble Arts Center Docents who
ably lead all the school tours presented at the Tarble. Certainly, their efforts make
an extensive program such as this one possible. And I encourage individuals
interested in learning more about art to attend the next docent meeting on March
8th.

-- Donna Meeks

FROM THE DIRECTOR
It is with regret I report that as of February 1st Dr. Vaughn Jaenike will no longer be
Dean of the College of Fine Arts at Eastern Illinois University; his retirement
becomes effective on this date. Dean Jaenike has had such a profound effect on
the arts in eastcentral Illinois it is difficult to envision what it would have been like
with out his leadership, dedication, and plain hard work. Had it not been for Dean
Jaenike is very probable that the Tarble Arts Center would not have its strong
commitment to community service as part of its mission, and that there would not
have been the widespread financial support from the community that made
possible the Tarble as it exists-- a facility of award-winning design which architect
E. Verner Johnson has used as a prototype for subsequent museums. It is
probable that Eastern would not have assumed a leadership position in
documenting and collecting contemporary folk arts of eastcentral and southeastern
Illinois, activity made possible through numerous grants secured by Dean Jaenike.
Throughout his tenure as Dean of Fine Arts Vaughn Jaenike has been a visible and
effective representative of the arts for eastcentral Illinois on state, national, and
international levels, a position shared by his wife Ruth.
Their standards of
excellence and "can-do" attitude have helped to establish Eastern and the
Charleston/Mattoon area as a cultural center for Illinois and the region, with
programs of a quality comparable to nearly anywhere else in the nation, and in
many cases significantly unique. Eastern's size and location has never deterred
Ruth and Vaughn from encouraging all who worked with them to strive for the best
and to maintain a bold vision of what could be. Certainly Dean Vaughn Jaenike can
share with Newton E. Tarble the legacy established through the Tarble Arts Center
,o take the arts to the people." I am sure the members and patrons of the Tarble
Arts Center join with me and the other Tarble staff members in wishing Vaughn and
Ruth a long, productive, and enjoyable retirement, and a continued involvement
with the arts in general and the Tarble Arts Center specifically.
The year of 1993 has been declared the Year of American Craft. The Illinois
Committee of the Year of American Craft describes the year as: • a celebration of
craft and the craftsperson, focusing attention upon the broad spectrum of craft
involvement throughout the Americas -- its historical roots and diverse cultural
heritage as well as the vigorous state of contemporary craft." In this era of pluralism
and cultural diversity the lines between what is art and what is craft have never been
less clear. Indeed many philosophers of aesthetics, art critics, and artists are
questioning the gradual removal of art from everyday life in our culture, drawing
back from the current climate of nihilism, and searching for new models through
which art can once again become a more integral part of our daily existence.
Perhaps the Year of American Craft will assist in this effort. The Tarble is
celebrating the Year of American Craft through the presentation of Kathleen
Browne's excellent exhibition Material Vision: Image and Object, Jamie Willis' Artsin-Education artist residency and exhibition, the summer exhibition of folk arts from
the collection, and a traveling photography exhibition on the Illinois Amish
community being organized for the Tarble by folklorist Sherry Pardee. My thanks to
Kathleen Browne for her willingness to undertake the organization of Material Vision
as guest curator, a volunteer position. As I mentioned in the last Tarble newsletter,
many others have assisted with this project. But I want to reiterate that the
complicated logistics of organizing Material Visions would not have been possible

without the extensive involvement of Tarble student assistant Andrea Kowalkowski.
If you have not yet seen Material Visions I urge you to do so --the works assembled
are by artists who have established national reputations, as the quality of the
exhibition reflects.
In closing I also want to thank Dr. William Colvin for serving as curator of the
lamerol Gatewood exhibition A World of Shapes in Dreams, lamerol Gatewood for
his cooperation, and the assistance of the many entities on campus that assisted
with the program -- Dean Jaenike, College of Fine Arts; James K. Johnson, chair of
the Art Department; Johnetta Jones, Director of Minority Student Affairs; Dr. Robert
Whittenbarger, chair of the Sociology Department; and Dr. David Ebdon, Associate
Dean of liberal Arts and Sciences.
-- Michael Watts
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UPCOMING FOR MARCH
1993 All Student Show -- March 6 - 28
All Student Show Reception & Awards-- March 7, 2-4pm
Docent Meeting -- March 8, 1Oam - noon
Fiction Reading: Ira Wood -- March 11, 4pm
Art Education Conference Reception -- March 13, 3:30-4:30pm
Charleston/Mattoon Music Teachers Association: Sonata Recital -- March 14,
2-4pm
Tarble Closed: Annual Systems Check-- March 21-22
William Conger: Recent Paintings -- March 26 - May 2
Sunday Family Workshop: Game Tables-- March 28, 1-4pm
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Tarble Arts Center
College of Fine Arts
Charleston, Illinois 61920-3099

Staff:
Michael Watts, Director
Donna Meeks, Curator of Education
David Pooley, Registrar
Kimberly Woods, Secretary
Dr. Vaughn Jaenike, Dean, College of Fine Arts
Volunteer Coordinators:
Maggie Hollowell and Corrine Joyner, Docent
Education Program
Victoria Woollen-Danner, Gift Shop
Barbara Watts, Sales/Rental Gallery
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General Information:
Open Hours: Tuesday- Friday 10am- 5pm, Saturday 10am- 4pm, Sunday 1 - 4pm; Closed Mondays and holidays. Admission is free unless otherwise
noted. For information or to schedule a group tour, telephone 217/581-ARTS(2787). The Tarble Arts Center is located on South Ninth Street at Cleveland
Avenue, on the Eastern Illinois University campus. The Tarble Arts Center Is partially supported by the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency, and by Tarble
Arts Center membership contributions.
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